Severe central nervous system damage and profound acidosis in persons exposed to pentaborane.
Three cases of pentaborane intoxication resulting from a common exposure are presented. These cases were characterized by the rapid onset of seizures and opisthotonic spasms accompanied by severe metabolic acidosis without respiratory compensation. Rhabdomyolysis occurred, serum transaminase levels were elevated, and liver damage was demonstrated histologically. One patient died and another sustained severe neurologic damage. These poisonings are unique with respect to the rapid and devastating neurologic consequences. Pentaborane is an extremely toxic compound and a major hazard not only to exposed workers but also to the medical personnel dealing with them.